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PLYMOUTH CHURCH,

its African Sympathy and Indian In-

- difference--Nr, Reecher, Mr. Halli-
day and the Deacons Called to Ace
count by Father Beeson.

Father Beeson's recent address in Plymouth
lecture room and the circumstances in which it was do-
livered, have already been referred to by the Eacre.
Father Beeson seems to think he waa not treated exsotly
right, while he is certain the Indians have been treated
exactly wrong. He therefore, through the EicLe, ad-
dresses the following
OPEN LETTER TO THE PASTOR AND MEMBERS OF

PLYMOUTH OEURCH.

Christian Friends : The fo: ¢ of cironmstances which I
will briefly state, is my spology for this public addresa.
Your fame for tact and talent in doing good is as wids
a8 the world, and for efficiency in freeing the alave you
stand bigh, {¢ not the highest, of all the churches, and
it 1s because of the vast power which you used in behalf
of the negro, that the contrast of apathy in behalf of tha
Indisns is 8o conspicuous and painful, I fesl impalled
to offer o few thoughts, not of censure, but (as Paui
8ays) “‘slir up your minds by way of remembrance.”
About m"ren years ago your correapondont gave an ad-
dress in the Lecture Room of Plymouth Church, on the
wrongs of the Indians. The venerable Lyman Boocher
stood by his side and followed him with an carnest ap-
peal in their behalf, A handsome collectior was taken,
and the next the late Alr. Hall (then Mayor of
Brooklyn) was 80 deeply interested that he got the sub-
stance ofvghe utddzlgr‘sad‘m &ﬂn;é«;lr ol}m}]nl’ori.smA few
days previoua to y, the of Jul , your
correspondent had an {nferview with two of the leading
Trustces of Plymouth Church, with whom it waa agreed
that he should occupy half an hour of the Friday’s sar-
vice by an address for the Indians. Accordingly he at-
tcndeg. Being delayed by an obstruction on the
car track, it wag near half-past eight o’clock bafora
his arrivel, but the introduotory service was not oyer
and he wos in season forall the time allotted to him.
Brt the Rev. Mr. Hallidsy failed to introduce him or
to make any allusion whatever to the subject of ths
Indians, 1f introduction becams a necessity, and
though the great ity of the audi b in-
tereu%ed and , veb the d spomed to
act as thongh the speaker and his subjeot wers out of
place. Quite a ber felt the claghing el snd
have eince written to me words of sympathy and en-
couragement. The affair has also been noticed in the
columns of the Brooklyn Eacre. The natural infer-
ence is that the leaders of Plymouth -Church donot
regard the wrongs of the Indian to beequal in impor-
tence with the wrorga of the ncgro, or else that thoy
bave a private instead of a public wa{yn of giving it
expreseion, Permit mo to say that in point of order tho
wrong done to the Indian has the precedence. Our
futhers took their Ind without giv: them a just
equivalent. Then having committed this firat great
uational ein they were pre; to steal the negro and
make him work the stolen land withont paying him fer
hia toil. Bo that merely freeing tho negro does not touch
the original sin which caused enslavement, and it is
manifest that 8o long as we continue this sin it3 result
will be monopoly and fraud in all the ramifications of

e G X t, and d gocial life aa wo soa
it is this day, because the national conscience has lost
its nice perception of human rights and neighborly du-
ties. And this duliness of moral sense will continue and
1increase as long a8 the school children know about the
Indisn wrongs and see no thorough effort to stop them,
much less t0 make restitution for the accumulated
wrongs of successive generations, Hence it is that eve-

avenue of moral uence goems oboked and Ob-
8l ted. Periodic worship and atarted preaching are
compsratively useleas for and ever will be while
the first duty to our neighbor whether Indian or others,
1s overlooked and forgotten.

I address you not for personal ressons, but as an
advocate for & wronged race toward which you have
turned a cold shoulder, As you are 1 pok
op the great questions of the day, your sil:nce upon
this oldest and greatest ain of our natfon to sanc-
&on lfn g‘nt to justify the silence of all the churches in
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seversl years when the United States Indian Commis-
aion, under the a ces of Peter Cooper and Henry
Berge and ether lanthropists have invited public
ings for the of Indian wrongs, a slim
audienccjand but » few_pastors have attended, and at
the last public mesting held in Cooper Instituts on tha
30th of June, 1873, not one pastorsof the City of New
York was present, though over three hun printed
invitationa had mailed to the address of each,
Emu’;' whom are known t{o have been in the oity at
e time,
If a3 many believe this ne;lect is the result of your
le your mr{ 8 d beyond ex-
pression, for when thoss who are raised high shed no
moral atimulus on those jelow, theystandin tho way
of human progress and become @ curse instead of a
blessing to the world.

Tho Rov. Mr. Halliday, {ou.r asgistant pastor, lika
msny others, can dwell with elegant pathozon the great
cost and Injustice of the Florids wacand the capture
of the brave Osceols, and he is almost tearful whila-
talking about the crueltics which the Cherokeea suffered
forty years ago, but he utters scarocsly a word of ragret
or rebuke for the Earbarous treatment of tho In
contintiously from that day to this, and thereare
many such like who are strong in their vindictive de-
mand for the punishment of Captain Jack and his
bravea who seem to have no thought about the starved
and muardered Indians whose suffering atd death Cap-
tain Jack was impelled to avenge.

The sorrow of such men is as though ¢ the Prieatand
Levite” could never alludo tothe robbed and bruised one
whom they ‘passed by on the other side,” without
emotional tears of sorrow !Wr guffering fellow,
forgetting that the good tan had drossed his
wounds and carried imnm the inn and paid his bill
untilhe could care for himself, and that Christ said
¢ Go thouand do likewise,”

It is but reasonable toinfer thatif H. W. Beocher
and Plymouth Ch had pereistently kept up the in-
fluence and effort which the yenerable Lyman her
helped to inaugurale yourlecture room fifieen years
:go. with the same amount of geal for the Indlan as you

owed for the negro, Indian wars would long ago have
oeased, and many millions of dollars aud thousands of
liw&lndudina Canby and Thomas, would have been
of na

national ¢t wounld now be atoned for. The
retribution ‘niﬂpaﬂ, slready upon us in the misrule
and frauds which abound in our midst, and thero are
canzes rapidly at work which, at no distant day, will as
recklessly the riches from the rich as they have
soattered the Indiana from their heritnge, Thersis but
one gosdble remed i Oease to doevil; learn to do
well® To thixend gubacribor proposea to inform
and guicken the national cc ence by travel and the
free %lutﬂbnﬁon of suitable doouments, and he invokes
the aid of everyhody, by money or labor, in the work.
What ia given will be sacredly used. Address him, at
Cooper institute, New York.

Repectfully, - JaEN BEESON.




